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Course Description

This seminar covers a broad range of topics from world economic history, such as
growth, globalization, welfare and the role of institutions, which feature prominently
in the contemporary academic debate. Students will read, discuss and critique key
papers from the literature and gain an overview of a variety of methods used in the
analysis of historical economic developments.

The focus of our enquiries will be on the time span stretching from the High Middle
Ages to the First World War. This era is marked by a number of developments,
including rapid population growth, the extension of financial markets and trading
networks, industrialization, the overseas expansion of Europe, as well as the advent
of democratic governance, which are vital to explaining the world we live in today.

But remember that this is NOT a history course. You will not primarily be required
to recite historical dates and events. The most important learning objective is to
understand how economic theory and methodology can be applied to tackle a
research problem. In doing so, you will also develop your research, presentation
and academic writing skKills.

Grading

Your grade will be determined by your presentation (30%b), your seminar paper
(60%0) and your participation in class (10%).
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